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skill or magic.  His money enabled him to figure as a fine
gentleman at Cologne and Bonn; the Elector of Cologne
tolerated him for a time. Then he went on to Stuttgart, where
the Duke of Wurtemberg kept an infamous Court, and where
Casanova found and recognized the gay and extravagant riff-
raff of the second-rate theatres of Europe.  One night he lost
a lot of money gambling when completely drunk.  He was
going to be made a bankrupt and perhaps forcibly enrolled
in the Duke's army (and in that case might one day have found
himself hired to fight for Great Britain in America); but he
saved himself by flight—to Zurich. He liked the country and
the open air, and went for long walks by the lakes. The open
doors of the church of Einsiedeln, one of the most famous
monasteries in Europe, drew him inside.  Casanova entered,
found a sympathetic priest, confessed his sins for three hours,
and decided to be a monk. He stayed in the monastery that
night, and then on the advice of the good abbot left for a few
days to think over and confirm his resolve. He never returned*
A little kter, 1761, he was in the Free Imperial City of Augs-
burg as representative of the King of Portugal. Most of the
year, however, he was in Switzerland, at Zurich, where again
he nearly became a monk; at Lausanne, where he made many
friends; at Bern, where he discussed literature with the famous
scientist and man of letters Albrecht von Haller; and at Geneva,
where he went several times to Voltaire's home, Les D£lices.
Voltaire conversed with him, and was rather ironical and almost
rude; so Casanova moved on to Aix-les~Bains» He won a lot
of money from an Englishman who lost with a laugh and a
wave of the hand. With luck now in his favour, Casanova
proceeded to Grenoble, Avignon, Marseilles, Toulon, Nice,
Leghorn, Genoa, and up the Arno to Florence; after sojourn-
ing there some time he went to Rome, where his brother
Giovanni (later Director of the Dresden Academy) was doing
well as an artist in the company of Raphael Mengs and Winckel-
mann. At Rome Casanova kept a coach and a footman, was
blessed by the Pope, Clement XIII, and received from His
Holiness the Cross of the Order of the Golden Spur. His next

